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Edited by JUDY V. GRABINER AND DAVID E. ROWE 
All books, monographs, journal articles, and other publications (including films and other 
multisensory materials) relating to the history of mathematics are abstracted in the Abstracts 
Department. The Reviews Department prints extended reviews of selected publications. 
Materials for review should be sent to the editor of the Abstracts Department, Dr. Albert 
C. Lewis, M&aster University, Hamilton, Ontario L&3 4M2, Canada. Russian-language 
publications should be submitted to Professor Esther R. Phillips, Herbert H. Lehman Col- 
lege, Bedford Park Blvd. West, Bronx, NY 10468. 
Most reviews are solicited. However, colleagues wishing to review a book are invited to 
make known their wishes. Comments on books, articles, or reviews should be submitted to 
the Correspondence Department. We also welcome retrospective reviews of older books. 
Colleagues interested in writing such reviews should consult first with the editor to avoid 
duplication. 
The History of Mathematics from Antiquity to the Present: A Selective Bibliogra- 
phy. Edited by Joseph W. Dauben. New York (Garland). 1985. 508 pp. 
$80.00. ISBN o-8240-9284-8. 
Reviewed by Robin E. Rider 
History of Science and Technology Program, The Bancroft Library, University of California, 
Berkeley, California 94720 
In their general introduction to the Garland series of Bibliographies of History 
of Science and Technology (part of Garland’s Reference Library of the Humani- 
ties), Robert Multhauf and Ellen Wells comment, “For various reasons, mostly 
bad, the average scholar prefers adding to the literature to sorting it out” (p. v). In 
volume 6 of this series, The History of Mathematics from Antiquity to the Present: 
A Selective Bibliography, editor Joseph W. Dauben and four dozen contributors 
on five continents have done researchers a great favor by sorting through the 
growing literature on the history of mathematics. The result, an annotated bibliog- 
raphy of some two thousand entries, is dedicated to the memory of Kenneth 0. 
May, founder of this journal and editor of the massive Bibliography and Research 
Manual of the History of Mathematics (Toronto, 1973), whose energy and exam- 
ple helped to stimulate the growth of this field. 
In each of the major sections of the bibliography (general reference works, 
source materials, general histories of mathematics, chronological periods, subdis- 
ciplines, and selected topics), newcomer and experienced scholar alike will find 
interesting titles and thoughtful annotations. Two indexes of proper names (au- 
thors and subjects) enhance access to the bibliographical information. Works 
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considered important in more than one section are repeated, always with cross- 
references and sometimes with complementary annotations. Each item was criti- 
cally examined by the historian(s) of mathematics responsible for the section in 
question; most entries are annotated. (By contrast, in May’s bibliography, which 
contains 31,000 entries, few items are annotated and article titles are omitted.) 
Joseph Dauben’s introduction speaks to the significance of the bibliographic art 
and explains the choices and conventions that govern this volume. The introduc- 
tion also provides a capsule account of the history of bibliographies of mathemat- 
ics and its history. 
The selection of titles in the bibliography emphasizes secondary sources, with 
attention as well to diverse primary sources and useful reviews. The majority of 
items are in English, French, and German, with the remainder in Italian, Spanish, 
Russian, Chinese, and Japanese. The choice of topics reflects not only traditional 
research interests but also more recent concerns, including applications of mathe- 
matics to modem physics, social studies of mathematics, mathematics in non- 
Western cultures, and the role of women in mathematics. A list of some three 
hundred mathematicians active before World War II for whom correspondence 
and collected works have been published is a helpful addition; the absence of 
bibliographical information in this list, however, differentiates it from the remain- 
der of the volume, where the editor and contributors have taken pains to provide 
“the essential information necessary to retrieve [each item] with relative ease” 
(p. xxxi). 
Given the price of the volume, it is more likely to be purchased by libraries than 
by individuals. The book is cloth-bound and printed on “acid-free, 250-year-life 
paper,” as befits a valuable reference work, but the use of photoreproduced 
typescript for all but the introduction and illustrations mars its appearance. 
The editor intends the bibliography to serve as “something of an Ariadne’s 
thread through the labyrinth” of history of mathematics (p. xvii). Readers will be 
grateful for the expert guidance it provides. 
En lisant le m&moire de Seidel de 1847. Par Pierre Dugac. Universite Pierre et 
Marie Curie (Paris VI), DEUGSSM. 2 tme Annee, Option d’Histoire des Sci- 
ences (F&tier-Avril 1984). Paris. 1984. 29 pp. 
Reviewed by Eberhard Knobloch 
Technische Universitiit Berlin. Berlin 
This small booklet is a university course for science students who wish to pass 
the obligatory examination after the second year in History: DEUGSSM means 
Diplome d’Etudes Universitaires General Sciences des Structures et de la Ma- 
t&e. 
